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At a Glance: BEST of Texas Robotics 2024

Total number of teams: 222

Total number of teachers: 290

Location of team:
23.5% Urban, 42.5% Suburban, 35% Rural

Total number of students: 3307

Type of Program Implemented:
69% Extracurricular, 28.5% Classroom, 2.5% School Program

School Population Size:
25.5% <400     23% 400-799     10% 800-1199 
14.5% 1200-2000     27% >2000

Grade Level of Students
17% k-5 grade, 14% Middle School, 69% High School

Total number of mentors: 105

9% Growth

Total number of HUBS: 13 15% Growth

2% Growth

8.5% Growth

6.5% Growth

15% Rural Growth

Total number of volunteers: 158

School Type:
82% Public School     5% Private    8% Charter   4% Homeschool
1% Other



Total Volunteers: 158

Corporate Sponsor Volunteer Engagement:
5: Lockheed Martin     8: Qorvo     27: Texas Instruments     6: UT Dallas

Regional HUB Partnerships in 2024
Returning HUBs
Capitol     CoCo     Cowtown     Dallas     New Mexico     Oklahoma
North Houston     San Antonio     U STEM    Little Rock  

Welcome to our 3 new HUBs
East New Mexico     Rio Grande Valley     Temple BEST 

Sponsorship Partners 

UT Dallas: Presenting Sponsor
Texas Instruments: Founding Sponsor
Qorvo: Gold Sponsor
Stacer Group: Gold Sponsor
HEB: Championship Student Lounge Sponsor
Lozier: BEST Friend Sponsor
North Texas Giving Day Donors: Provided Free Lunch for Students

Software used by students during BEST Robotics
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Competition Participation Breakdown

Local Competitions
UIL Small:      11
UIL Medium:  40
UIL Large:      40
Open Best:     123
Total Students: 3307

Student Demographics

Male
64.4%

Female
34%

"prefer not to respond"
1.6%

No
85.4%

Choose not to report
11.4%

Yes
3.2%

White
38.5% Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

26.3%

Mixed Race/Other
14.5% Asian

14.1%

Black or African American
5.1%

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
0.4%

No
53.5%

Yes
27%

Choose not to report
19.5%

Gender Disability

Race/Ethnicity Free Lunch Program

State Competition
UIL Small:          7
UIL Medium:     13
UIL Large:          15
Open Best:         41
Rookie Teams:   13
Total Students:   1878



Student Impact
BEST Increased my interest in STEM Careers: 92% Yes

BEST improved by tech/business/communication skills: 95% Yes

BEST Influenced me to pursue a career in:
Female Male
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Female Male

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Yes 824 1587

Female Male
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Yes 789 1533

New Skills acquired by participating in BEST Robotics
Female Male
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Programming
Leadership
Teamwork

Writing
Public Speaking
Problem Solving

Creativity
Innovation

Comprehension

463
450 733

704 1308
282 241
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554 1081

639 1048
419 902
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STUDENT SURVEY OUTCOME DATA

This season was an incredible journey that pushed me to grow both
technically and personally. I gained hands-on experience with engineering

concepts, problem-solving under pressure, and collaborating with a
diverse group of teammates, all of which strengthened my passion for

robotics. Beyond the technical skills, I learned the importance of effective
communication, adaptability, and staying positive even when faced with

challenges. The support and camaraderie within the team made every
moment memorable, and it’s an experience that will stay with me as I

continue to pursue my goals in STEM. 
-2024 Student Participant

68%
of students reported that

BEST inspired them to

consider and/or pursue a

career in a STEAM field

90%
 Would recommend

BEST of Texas Robotics

to other students.

30%
 of students reported that

participation increased their

teamwork and leadership skills. 

94%
reported that BEST of Texas

positively influenced their

education and career

decisions. 

7%
of our students reported
their intention to obtain an
industry-based certification
before their High School
graduation

62%
of students reported an

intention to pursue a

STEM-based education or

certification before or

following High School
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2024 STUDENT OVERALL EXPERIENCE SURVEY RATING

4.47
Average rating of student
experience in 2024.



Newly Implemented Programming in 2024

In response to requests for more activities and events for students at the
State Championship competition at Fair Park, BEST of Texas Robotics
partnered with alumni, professional and education partners, and space-
themed nonprofits to provide the following new experiences for students.

College and Career Fair: Educational and corporate partners were provided
booth space in the student lounge to engage students in their element in their
free time. Feedback from both students and presenters was overwhelmingly
positive.  

Alumni Panel: A panel presentation of BEST of Texas Alumni was held in the
Briscoe Auditorium. Questions centered around leveraging the BEST experience
and STEAM-learning environment to further career and educational aspirations.
Alumni represented a swathe of career fields from finance and business to
technical and engineering careers so that every student would find value, no
matter their future goals.
 
Industry Panel: Similar to the Alumni Panel, a panel presentation of industry
professionals was held to answer student’s questions about how to leverage their
experience and knowledge to pursue future careers in STEAM. 

Keynote Speaker: BEST was privileged to host our guest speaker and NASA
engineer Glenn Johnson, whose experience includes being part of the team that
designed the space toilet on the International Space Station. 

Postcards to Space: Our partners at Blue Origin provided a unique hands-on
opportunity for students and attendees to design a personal postcard which will
ultimately make a journey to space aboard a future Blue Origin space flight and
then be mailed back to them upon return. 

Perot Museum Tech Truck: Through a newly forged partnership with the Perot
Museum of Nature and Science, students were able to visit an on-site discovery
center for hands-on scientific learning. 

Free Lunch for Students: Thanks to the generous support of North Texas Giving
Day donors, BEST of Texas was able to provide free lunch for all participating
students at the State Championship competition. Offering free lunch aligns with
the BTR value of ensuring an equitable and inclusive program for all students. 


